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The Baxter County Quorum Court met in regular session at 5:30 PM in the Baxter County
Courtroom with County Judge Kevin Litty presiding. Members present were: Cameron Davis,
Dennis Frank, Eddie Griffin, Lisa House, Mike McDonald, Bob Nault, Eric Payne, Rick Steiner, Dirk
Waldrop and Shannon Walker. Justice Maryanne Edge was not in attendance. The meeting
began with a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Judge Litty asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of the September
meeting. Justice Waldrop moved that the minutes be approved as submitted. Justice McDonald
seconded the motion. All voted in favor.

Reports:

County Treasurer Jenay Mize provided the Court with a Treasurer’s report and the Federal Audit
Report for the year ending December 31, 2024. A copy of said report will be attached to this
Journal of Proceedings.

There were no committee reports.

Presentation:
Amanda Rychtarik, from the Baxter County Extension Office, reported on the many programs

that they offer, how they are funded and introduced some of the staff members.

Old Business:

None

New Business:

Appropriation Ordinance #2025-47, AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FEES AND
REIMBURSEMENTS IN THE AMOUNT OF $6,876.70 RECEIVED IN THE MONTH OF AUGUST TO
THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE 2025 BUDGET, was sponsored by Justice Nault and read by title only by



the Clerk. Justice Nault moved to adopt the ordinance, seconded by Justice Griffin. Being no
discussion, the roll was called. Voting YEA: Justices Davis, Frank, Griffin, House, McDonald,
Nault, Payne, Steiner, Waldrop and Walker. The motion passed and Appropriation Ordinance
#2025-47 was adopted with a vote of 10 YEA, O NAY.

Appropriation Ordinance #2025-48, AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT
OF $10,619.33 FROM COUNTY GENERAL FUND (1000) INTO JUVENILE SERVICES 2025 BUDGET,
was sponsored by Justice Nault and read by title only by the Clerk. Justice Davis moved to adopt
the ordinance, seconded by Justice Frank. Being no discussion, the roll was called. Voting YEA:
Justices Frank, Griffin, House, McDonald, Nault, Payne, Steiner, Waldrop, Walker and Davis. The
motion passed and Appropriation Ordinance #2025-48 was adopted with a vote of 10 YEA, 0
NAY.

Appropriation Ordinance #2025-49, AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT
OF $13,886.74 FROM COUNTY GENERAL FUND (1000) INTO BUILDING AND GROUNDS 2025
BUDGET, was sponsored by Justice Walker and read by title only by the Clerk. Justice Nault
moved to adopt the ordinance, seconded by Justice Walker. After some explanation by the
County Judge, the roll was called. Voting YEA: Justices Griffin, House, McDonald, Nault, Payne,
Steiner, Waldrop, Walker, Davis and Frank. The motion passed and Appropriation Ordinance
#2025-49 was adopted with a vote of 10 YEA, O NAY.

Appropriation Ordinance #2025-50, AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT
OF $23,000.00 FROM SPECIAL JAIL FEES FUND (3017) AND $6,000.00 FROM COUNTY
DETENTION FACILITY FUND (3018) INTO THE JAIL MAINTENANCE & OPERATION FUND (3401)
2025 BUDGET, was sponsored by the Justice Edge and read by title only by the Clerk. Justice
Griffin moved to adopt the ordinance, seconded by Justice Davis. Being no discussion, the roll
was called. Voting YEA: Justices House, McDonald, Nault, Payne, Steiner, Waldrop, Walker, Davis,
Frank and Griffin. The motion passed and Appropriation Ordinance #2025-50 was adopted with
a vote of 10 YEA, 0 NAY.

Resolution #2025-25, A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE APPOINTMENT OF BILL CALLER BY THE
COUNTY JUDGE TO THE HENDERSON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS, was sponsored by Justice Steiner and read in its entirety by the Clerk. Justice
Steiner moved to adopt the resolution, seconded by Justice Davis. Being no discussion, the roll
was called. Voting YEA: Justices McDonald, Nault, Payne, Steiner, Waldrop, Walker, Davis, Edge,
Frank, Griffin and House. The motion passed and Resolution #2025-25 was adopted with a vote
of 10 YEA, O NAY.



Announcement and Public Comments:

A list of items to be disposed of from the Sheriiff’s office will be posted in the Clerk’s office and
attached to this Journal of Proceedings.

Circuit and County Clerk Canda Reese reminded everyone that the filing period will open at
noon on November 3™ and ends at noon on November 12,

County Judge Litty reported the plan to sign an executive order allowing UTV’s on public roads,
followed by some public discussion.

Adjournment:

Justice Waldrop moved that the Baxter County Quorum Court adjourn at 6:00 PM, until the next
regularly scheduled meeting on November 4%, at 5:30 PM in the Baxter County Courtroom,
which is located at the Baxter County Courthouse, #1 East 7t Street, Mountain Home, Arkansas.
Justice Davis seconded, and the motion passed, with a unanimous vote, and the meeting was
adjourned. '
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COUNTY OF BAXTER ARKANSAS

Audlted Schedule of Expenditures of F ederal Awards
For the Year Ended December 31,2024 |

" Thomas, Speight & Noble
Certified Public Accountants '
1120 Windover Road
Jonesboro, AR 72401
(870) 932-5858



INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ REPORT

To the Quorum Court of the
County of Baxter, Arkansas

Report on the Audit of the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards
Opinion

We have dudited the schedule of expenditures of federal awards of Baxter County, Arkansas for the yee;r

ended December 31, 2024, and the related notes (the schedule).

In ’oum': opinion, the accompanying schedule of expenditures of federal awards presents fairly, in all
material respects, the expenditures of federal awards of the County of Baxter, Arkansas for the year
ended December 31, 2024, in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United
States of America.

Basis for Opinion ) .

‘We coriducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted il the United States of
Arherica; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing Standards,
issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and the audit requirenients of Title 2 U.S. Code
of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit
Reguirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance). Our responsibilities under those standards are
further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Schedule section of our report,
‘We are requited to be independent of Baxter County, Arkansas and to meet our other ethical
tesponsibilities, in accordance with the relevant ethical requirements telating to our audit. We believe
that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropn‘éte- to provide a basis for our audit
opinion. '

Responsibilities of Management for the Schedule e
Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of the schedule in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America and for the design,
implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of
the schedule that is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud-or error.

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Schedule

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance abotit whether the schedule as a whole is free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our
opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute. assurance and therefore is
- mot a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards,
Government Auditing Standards, and the Uniform Guidance will always detect a material misstatement
when it exists. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for
one resulting from  error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, .intentional omissions,
mhistepresentations, or the override of internal control. Misstatements are considered matetial if there is a



+ substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, they would influénce the judgment niéde by
a reasonable user based on the schedule, - _ u |

In performing an audit in accordance with geﬁerally accepted auditing standaxdé, Government Auditing
Standards, and the Uniform Guidance, we;

¢ Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures
include examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and disclosures in the
schedule, - v : ' ‘

* Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the schedule, whether due to fraud, or

* Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in-order to design audit
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an
opinion on the effectiveness of Baxter County, Arkansas’s internal control. Accordingly, no such
opinion is expressed. o :

e Evaluate the appropﬁateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant
accounting estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the
schedule.

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters,
the planned scope and timing of the audit, significant audit findings, and certain internal control-related
matters that we identified during the audit,

Thamas, Speioht &Mobte, Pt

Jonesboro, Arkansas
September 25, 2025



County of Baxter, Arkensas
Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards
For the Yeac Ended December 31, 2024

Federn]
Federat Grantor/Pass-thraugh Granto t/Program or Cluster CFDA

Tifle Nusuber Federal Expenditures

U.S. Department of Justice
Direct Program
Treatment Court Discretionary Program ~16.585 8 31,579

U.S. Department of Interior

Ditect Program

Payments in Lieu of Taxes 15,226 335,296

Bureau of Land Management 15,433 38,290
Total U.S. Department of Interior 373,586

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Direct Program
Cooperative Forestry Assistance 10,664 31,851

U.S. Department of Transportation
Direct Program
Airport Improvement Program - 20.106 236,643

U.S. Department of Homeland Security, pass-through program
from:

State of Arkansas Department of Emergency Managemeat
Emergency Management Performance Grants 97.042 25,917

U.S. Department of Treasury

Direct Program

Local Assistance and Tribal Consistency Fund 21,032 266,294

Pass-through programs from:

-Atkansas Department of Finance and Administration

COVID 19 - Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery 21.027 . 1,372,102
Total U.S. Department of Treasuty 1,638,396

Total expenditures of federal awards $ 2,337,972

NOTE A - Basis of Prescntation )

The schedule of expenditures of federal awards (the Schedule) includes the federal award activity of Baxter Couinty,
Atkansas under programs of the-faderal government for the year ended Decemnber 31, 2024.. Tho-information in this
Schedule is presented in accordance with the requirements of Title 2 U.S. Cods of Federal Regulations Part 200,
Uniform Administrative Regquirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal-Awards (Uniform
Guidance). Because the Schedule presents only 2 sclested portion of the operattions of Baxter County, Arkansas, it is
not intended o and does not present the financial position; changes in net assets, or cash flows of the County of
Baxter, Arkansas, : :

NOTE B - Summaryof Significant Accouriting Policies

Expenditures repotted on the Schedule are reported on the accrual bases of accounting. Such expenditures are
recognized follawing the cost principles contained in the Uniform Guidance, wherein certain types of éxpenditures
are not allowable or are limited as fo reimbursement,

NOTE C - Indirect Cost Rate
Baxter County, Arkansas has elected not to use the 10 percent de minimis indirect cost
tate-gs allowed under the Uniform Guidance. : .



INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’ S REPORT ON COMPLIANCE FOR EACH MAJOR PROGRAM
- AND ON INTERNAL CONTROL OVER COMPLIANCE REQUIRED BY THE UNIFORM
o ' ' GUIDANCE
Quorum Court of
Baxter County, Arkansas

Report on Compliance for Each Major Federal Program -
- Opinion on Each Major Federal Program

We have audited Baxter County, Arkansas ‘compliance with the types of compliance requirements
identified as subject to audit in the OMB Compliance Supplement that could have a direct and material
effect on each of Baxter County, Arkansas’ major federal programs for the year ended December 31,
2024, Baxter County, Arkansas’ major federal programs are identified in the summary of auditor’s’
results section of the accompanying schedule of findings and questioned costs.

In our opinion,‘ Baxter County, Arkansas complied, in all material respects, with the types of compliance .-
requirements referred to above that could have a direct and material effect on each of its major federal
programs for the year ended December 31, 2024,

Basis for Opinion on Each Major Federal Program

We conducted our audit of compliance in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the
United States of America; the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government Auditing
* Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; and the audit requirements of Title 2
U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and
Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance). Our responsibilities under those standards
and the Uniform Guidance are further described in the Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of
Compliance section of our report. '

We are required to be independent of Baxter County, Arkensas and to meet our other ethical
responsibilities, in accordance with relevant ethical requirements relating to our audit. We believe that -
the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion on
compliance for each major federal program. Our audit does not provide a legal determination of Baxter
County, Arkansas’ compliance with the compliance requirements referred to above.

Responsibilities of Management for Compliance

Management is responsible for compliance with the requirements referred to above and for the design,
implementation, and maintenance of effective internal control over compliance with the requirements of
laws, statutes, regulations; rules, and provisions of contracts or grant agreements applicable to Baxter
County, Arkansas’ federal programs. oo



Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance

Our ijjectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether material noncompliance with the
eor.p;.yhance requirements referred to above occurred, whether due to fraud or error, and express an
opinion on Baxter County, Arkansas’ compliance based on our audit, Reasonable assurance is a high
!evel of assurance but is not absolute assurance and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted
in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, Government Auditing Standards, and the
Uniform Guidance will always detect material noncompliance when it exists. The risk of not detect‘ihg
material noncompliance resulting from fraud is higher than for that resulting from error, as fraud may
involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.
Noncompliance with the compliance requirements referred to above is considered material if there is a
substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, it would influence the judgment made by a
reasonable user of the report on compliance about Baxter County, Arkansas’ compliance with the
requirements of each major federal program as a whole.

In performing an audit in accordance with generélly accepted auditing standards, Government Auditing
Standards, and the Uniform Guidance, we: :

* Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

o Identify and assess the risks of material noncompliance, whether due to fraud or error, and
design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures include
examining, on a test basis, evidence regarding Baxter County, Arkansas’ compliance with the
compliance requirements referred to above and performing such other procedures as we
considered necessary in the circumstances.

¢ Obtain an understanding of Baxter County, Arkansas’ internal control over compliance relevant
to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances and to
test and report on internal control over compliance in accordance with the Uniform Guidance,
but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of Baxter Couanty, Arkansas’
internal control over compliance. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed. |

We are required to communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters,
the planned scope and timing of the audit and any significant deficiencies and material weaknesses in
internal control over compliance that we identified during the audit.

Report on Internal Control over Compliance

A deficiency in internal control over compliance exists when the design or operation of a control over
compliance does not allow management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned
functions, to prevent, or detect and correct, noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a
federal program on a timely basis. A material weakness in internal control over compliarice is a
deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control over compliance, such that there is a
reasonable possibility that material noncompliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal
program will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a timely basis. A significant deficiency in
internal control over compliance is a deficiency, or a combination of deficiencies, in internal control
over compliance with a type of compliance requirement of a federal program that is less severe than a
material weakness in internal control over compliance, yet important enough to merit attention by those
charged with governance.

Our consideration of internal control over compliance was for the limited purpose described in the
Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of Compliance section above and was not designed to identify
all deficiencies in internal control over compliance that might be material weaknesses or significant
deficiencies in internal control over compliance. Given these limitations, during our audit we did not



/

-

identify any deficiencies in internal control over compliance that we consider to be material vi}éaknesses,
as defined above. However, material weaknesses or significant deficiencies in internal control over
compliance may exist that were not identified.

Our audit was not designed for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of internal
control over compliance, Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed. ’

The purpose of this report on internal control over compliance is solely to describe the scope of our
testing of internal control over compliance and the results of that testing based on the requirements of
the Uniform Guidance. Accordingly, this report is not suitable for any other purpose. . D -

- Thomas, Speight & Holle, OFs

Jonesboro, Arkansas
September 25, 2025



County of Baxter, Arkansas
Schedule of Firdings and Questioned Costs
For the Year Ended December 31,2024

SUMMARY OF AUDITORS' RESULTS

1. The auditors' report expresses an unmodified opinion on the Schedule of
Expenditures of Federal Awards ofthe County of Baxter, Arkansas

2. No significant deficiencies in internal control over major federal award programs
disclosed during the audit is reported in the Compliance for Each Major Program
* and on Internal Control over Compliance Required by the Uniform Guidance.
No material weaknesses are reported.
3. The auditors' report on compliance for the major federal award programs
~ for the County of Baxter, Arkansas expresses an unmodified opinion on

all major federal programs.

4. The programs tested as major programs include;
21.027 - COVID 19 - Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds

5. The threshold used for distinguishing between Type A and B programs was $750,000.

6. The County of Baxter, Arkansas did not qualify as'a low-risk auditee.

FlNDIN GS -FINANCIAL STATEMENT AUDIT

None

FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS - MAJOR FEDERAL AWARD PROGRAMS AUDIT

None
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IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY JUDGE OF COUNTY, ARKANSAS
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 2025-

IN THE MATTER OF THE AUTHORIZATION
TO OPERATE UTILITY TASK VEHICLES
ON PUBLIC STREETS AND HIGHWAYS |

EXECUTIVE ORDER

WHEREAS, authorizing the operation of UTVs on designated public streets and highways
within the unincorporated area of this County will attract tourists, bolster
recreational opportunities, and stimulate economic growth;

WHEREAS, Arkansas Act 922 of 2025, § 8, enabled county judges in Arkansas to authorize the

operation of utility task vehicles (UTVs) on designated public streets and highways
by executive order;

WHEREAS, UTVs which are properly equipped and insured as required by Act 922 of 2025
may comprise a functional and efficient means of local travel of on the county

roads and qualifying state highways within the unincorporated area of this County;
and

WHEREAS, notice of a public hearing concerning this Executive Order was published in
[publication] on [notice date], and a public hearing was held on [hearing date].

NOW, THEREFORE, I, [Judge's name], County Judge, by virtue of the authority
vested in me by the Arkansas Constitution and Arkansas Act 922 of 2025, as chief executive of
County, do hereby issue the following Executive Order authorizing the operation of a

utility task vehicle on the county roads, public roads, and qualifying state highways within
County, Arkansas:

1. Definitions.
a. "Utility task vehicle" means a vehicle that:
i. Is eighty inches (80") or less in width;
ii. Travels on four (4) or more low-pressure tires;
iii. Has a steering wheel;
iv. Has non-straddle seating;
v. Has a rollover protection system; and
vi. Is designed for or capable of travel over unimproved terrain
b. "Utility task vehicle" does not include a golf cart, a riding lawnmower, a lawn or

garden tractor, or an all-terrain vehicle as defined in Arkansas Code § 27-21-
102(1).



C.

"Public street" and "highway" refer to public streets and highways, including and
state roads, located within the unincorporated jurisdiction of the county.

2. Authorization and Limitations to the Operation of Utility Task Vehicles on Public Streets

and State Highways.

a.

Except as limited by (b), (c), and (d) of this section, a person may operate a utility
task vehicle on county roads, public roads and qualifying state highways within
the unincorporated areas of this County.
No utility task vehicle may be operated on a public street or highway that:
i. Has a posted speed limit that exceeds fifty-five miles per hour (55 m.p.h.);
ii. Isa divided four-lane highway; or

iii. Islocated in a state park.

Any utility task vehicle operating on a public street or highway shall have the
following functional equipment:

i. Atleast two (2) headlamps;

ii. Rear-facing turn signals;

iii. Atleast one (1) brake light; and

iv.' Seatbelts.

Any person operating a utility task vehicle on public streets or highways must:
i. Have a valid driver's license;
ii. Be subject to the restrictions stated in Arkansas Code § 27-16-804;

iii. Register the utility task vehicle under Arkansas Code § 27-14-701 et seq.
and display the registration decal for the utility task vehicle on the driver's
side roll bar of the utility task vehicle;

iv. Maintain insurance that meets the requirements for private passenger
motor vehicles under Arkansas Code § 23-89-201 et seq.;

v. Carry proof of insurance covering the utility task vehicle as required under
the Motor Vehicle Safety Responsibility Act, Arkansas Code § 27-19-101
et seq. and Arkansas Code § 27-22-101 ef seq.,; and

vi. Comply with the rules of the road as provided under Arkansas Code § 27-
51-101 et seq.

3. Penalty. As provided Arkansas Act 922 of 2025, § 5, a person violating this law or
ordinance upon conviction is guilty of a Class C misdemeanor.

4. Effective Date. This Executive Order shall be effective on the _ day of ,202



IT IS SO ORDERED.

[JUDGE'S NAME]
COUNTY JUDGE



trish.beck@baxtercountyar.gov

From: Captain Jeff Lewis <jlewis@baxtercountysheriff.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 18, 2025 1:54 PM

To: Trish Beck '

Cc: Lieutenant Lee Sanders; Kelley Stone

Subject: Disposal of property

Good afternoon Trish,

. I'had the 309 inmates go through our storage shed and make me a list of old weed eaters and other items that we need
to get rid of.

Some of these date back to 2009 or earlier. They’ve been cannibalized for parts over the years. They no longer have any
use or value and do not operate. These are non-inventory items. We just need to be able to take them to the scrap yard
for scrap value.

Echo trimmer, Serial No. 05014998

Shindaiwa trimmer, Serial No. 010215001569
Shindaiwa trimmer, Serial No. 174714002381
Shindaiwa trimmer, Serial No. T10512001550
Shindaiwa trimmer, Serial No. T74714001952
Shindaiwa trimmer, Serial No. T10512001559
Shindaiwa trimmer, Serial No. T10512001532
Shindaiwa trimmer, Serial No. T74714001902
Shindaiwa trimmer, Serial No. T74714001954

Stihl chainsaw, Serial No. 280187180

Stihl chainsaw, Serial No. not legible, featherlight Model No. SST25
Stihl chainsaw, Serial No. 501686300

Stih] chainsaw, Serial No. 11277911000

Sprint craftsman power washer, Serial No. 1008507078
Weedeater, Serial No. 08128N40366511

Murray trimmer, Serial No. 1A136DH1213

I remember some of these items were donated by the public over the years for spare parts or etc.

Thanks
Jeff

Capt. Jeff Lewis,

Chief Deputy Sheriff

Baxter County Sheriff’s Office

904 Highway 62 West

Mountain Home, Arkansas 72653
Phone: (870) 425-7000

Fax: (870)424-4048

ORI: AROD30000

Email: jlewis@baxtercountysheriff.com

www.baxtercountysheriff.com




